their conception has baffled many a brilliant intellect.
Here again, he would say, the mere intellectual disqui-
sitions are hardly enough, but success lies in unflinching
practice, with a sincere yearning for the attainment of
the true purpose of life. Many a sceptic who scoffs at
such great spiritual personages as visionary and unprac-
tical would begin to doubt his own scepticism, if only
lie would visit this sage and remain within the ambit of
his spiritual aura for an appreciable length of time.

I sincerely congratulate the author of this book, who
has rendered a useful service to the present generation

-as also to posterity, by sparing no pains in gathering
information about the incidents in the life of this holy
sage and about his talks and sayings, which a limited
Jiumber of disciples and admirers have had opportunities
to hear, and by embodying them in the chapters of this
book in the author's felicitous and lucid style, in a
^masterly way. It may not be out of place, if I should
'observe in this preface, that the author of this book

-happens to be say classmate and colleague at the Bar in
my younger days and that the link of old friendship has
again brought us together in connection with his book,

-dealing with the life and teachings of a great sage, whom
we both adore.

(Sd.) K. SUNDARAM CHETTY,

High Court Judge,

Madras.